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By Ann Boltin, Diocese of Baton Rouge
Ganadian Catolic At 21 | 1t was another wonderful gathering at SAA
in Cleveland this summer. Many thanks £
= P— 3 Phil Haas, archivist for the Diocese of
Gnen o | Cleveland, and his staff for accommodati
our group. We had some great presenta
Update from the Dio- 4| | by JonkErik Gilot and John Walko on presfass
;fsﬁ“?; SSte“be”V'”e ervation of audiovisual materials, a behin
the scenes tour of the beautiful Cathedraf
Diocese of Wheeling =| | and Mass with Bishop Lennon presiding.
Charleston Recei - -
Carmolio Archog Itis always great to be around fellow dioc
san archivists and we had a small but en
St. Louis Archives op| 6] | 9@ged showing at SAA this year. | found s
House the sessions to be informative and relatable
New Archivist aihe | | however | do_ feel as though the religious and dioces_an archivist is_ often under-
Archdiocese of San F represented in these programs. We offer such a unique perspective on the pro-
cisco fession as many of us serve all of the records needs for our respective institu-

. . tions. We have a lot to offer the archival community with our holistic approach
Diocese of Wheeling 8 . . . . . .
Charleston Recovers to archives and records management. Sharing that information with a wider
Parish Records Folloy audience like SAA can only help to boost our profile and educate others as|to
Fire our vital organizational role.

New Publication from| 9| | Another way to raise awareness about ACDA is to increase our online presence.
the New Jersey Cathd . . . .
ieisriel Gamiss ol | have formed a Social Media Committee to tackle the task of examining how
ACDA can raise their profile online. This committee, made up of Angelique
Now Websito for the Ri chardson, Katie Oubre, and Kate| Fel
Diocese of Baton Rou o | website, creating a Facebook page, and establishing a LinkedIn profile for the
Archives Association. More people are turning exclusively to the Internet for their infor-
mation and ACDA needs to be proactive on how we want out organization rep-
New ACDA Board Me| 17| | fe€sented to the puplic and to prospective member_s. Our goal is to have the first
ber phase of these projects complete by the end of this year.
| am also pleased to announce the new Program Committee for the upcomi|ng
News from ACDA Mefn- 12| | 2016 2017 meetings. Lee Leumas will serve as the Education Officer with
bers Claire Jenkins and Je#rik Gilot as members. The Program Committee will
meet at the beginning of the year to plan the conference at Mundelein. If ypu
Continued on page 3
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Canadian Catholic Archivistsd fi Br i-Blgiel @ &atlerdin Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
By Margaret Sanche, Diocese of Saskatoon

In September 2015, fiftjour archivists traveled from the east and west of Canada to spend three day:

Queenbdbs House Retreat Centre in Saskatoon for

Catholic Archivist Group (CAG). Those in attendance were archivists of Roman Catholic dioceses g
ada and religious congregations, as well as one archivist of a Ukrainian Catholic eparchy and one re
congregation archivist from Wisconsin. Many of the archivists arrived by plane and, as they approac
the Saskatoon airport, they were able to view the beauty of the South Saskatchewan River and its b
which gave the conference its theme: AfCat ho
Over the three days together, there was much sharing of information, concerns, ideas, and stories.
tion to the formal presentations, there were many opportunities for conversations and networking ov
meals and refreshment breaks as well as prayer and communal worship in Eucharistic liturgies. Sor
the archivists found time to walk on the Que
the beauty of the colarthanging and downwatfibating autumn leaves.

Among the conferenceds formal sessions was a
history of the 61 congregations of women religious, and their 5,500 members, who have served in S
katchewan since 1860. Fr. David Tumback and Rosa Gebhardt of the Cathedral of the Holy Family
Saskatoon spoke about how to deal with the many sacred items (liturgical vessels, vestments, liturgi
books) which are given to archives in conjunction with the closure of churches and convents. Fr. Da
spoke about what to keep, what not to keep, and the relevant canonical guidelines, while Rosa pres¢
ideas for the respectful Arepur posi nlehgerusefut it
vestments into works of art for the enhancement of liturgical worship spaces.

Religious congregation archivist Mary Kosta dealt with the practical aspects of the care of artifacts o
ous kinds and diocesan archivist Theresa Vogel offered suggestions and ideas for outreach projects
of the challenges and concerns discussed by the archivists during their discussion times included: in
menting records management in religious congregations, dioceses, and parishes; planning for selec
itization of records and photographs; and developing policies for the collection, care, and research u
the historical records of the dioceses or religious congregations. An ongoing concern for many of th
gious congregation archivists is the need to provide for the future care of their records. Examples of
laborative projects were presemdet hat of a congregation of wome
sionaries, which is in the process of placing its historical records and artifacts in the care of a local h
museum and archives, and that of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon, in which the records ¢
congregations of women religious, as well as
housed and cared for in the new diocesan archives facility in the Catholic Pastoral Centre.

At the Eucharistic liturgy in the cathedral chapel, Bishop Don Bolen thanked the archivists for their w
caring for the records of the history of the Churchréteinded those present of the many ways God has
been revealed to us through faith and tradit
to us in mercy. And a part of what archivist®deorking in the Church, or for Christian communities

to remember those acts of God's mercy; to be
sent, Bishop Don reminded the archivists that their work as keepers and bearers of the memory of
a holy task, that they are fiengaged in a hol

pleted their meetings on Thursday, Sept. 24, and, with renewed energy and lots of useful ideas, retu
home from Saskatoon to carry on their work in the dioceses and religious congregations throughout
and beyond. The next Catholic Archivist Group conference will take place in Halifax, Nova Scotia in
2016. For more information about Catholic Archivist Group, gewov.catholicarchivist.cay
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Diocese of Baton Rouge Archives Department Open House
By Katie Oubre Diocese of Baton Rouge

To celebrate American Archives Month the Diocese
Baton Rouge Archives Department hosted two ope
house events. The first, held on October 9, was fo
public. The second, held October 14, was for dioceg
staff. At both events we featured displays of histori
records and artifacts, tours of our office space and
vault, and a chance for people to ask questions.

The historic records and artifacts that were displaye #= & - '
showcased 300 years of the Catholic Church in so %// | ‘
eastern Louisiana. Some of the highlights included taff the displ t th D' B
18th Century sacramental registers, pieces of the c%é-a enjoying the dispiay at the LIocese o arc
non shell that hit St. Joseph Church (now cathedral ouge Archives Open House.

when federal troops bombarded Baton Rouge during the Civil War, clips of audiovisual materials that have

been digitized, and items that belonged to each of the five bishops of Baton Rouge.

This is the first time that the Archives Department has hosted an open house. Our goal for the publ
was to increase awareness about what services we offer and what records are available for historic:
search and genealogy. Our goal for the staff event was to increase awareness about what services
and to show them a sampling of which of their records we have and how we store them.

The Open House for the public was advertised on our new website, our Facebook page, andmailout
list. About twenty visitors attended, and we had at least one guest present for the entire two hour e
The event for the staff was advertised using the diocesaailesystem and there were about 40 attendeg
spread out over the two hour event.

Overall, both events were a success. The public most appreciated the chance to see early church r
and bishopsdéd artifacts, and to |l earn about g

directories and finding themselves in photo albums from various events. We plan on hosting an ope
house again in the future. However, because of the time and effort that these events involved, we W
|l i kely have only one open house to which we

From the President (continued)

Continued from page 1

have any suggestions for speakers or topics please send them tddigmad @archdioces®.org At
the annual business meeting | ast summer it w
no longer take on the responsibilities of the local arrangements for the biennial conferences at Munc
It was decided that a new host committee headed by the Education Officer be formed to handle the
tics of the 2016 meeting. | have appointed Lee Leumas, Amy Nelson, and Eric Fair to work with the
diocesan staff to coordinate all of the things that must be done in advance of our meeting. This grot
meet in Chicago November 3rd to iron out the details and delegate as necessary. | am grateful to th
for their commitment to ensuring our conference runs smoothly. It never ceases to amaze me how
ous our members are with their time, knowledge, and support of our great organyzation.
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Update from the Diocese of Steubenville Archives
By Linda Nichols, Diocese of Steubenville

A lot of good things have been hap-

pening at the Diocese of Steuben- MEMORY DE Virtual Sample
ville these past few months. In Ju USBD IRECTz

we were blessed to have an

Afar chnttwiastni ngo

board. Emily Teachout is in her fi- e
nal year and a half of archival stuc
ies at Simmons College, Boston,
MA. She is completing her course 1 : 7
work this year through online - - —
classes. Her work with us is helpi -
her to get actual hands experi- A
ence and helping us as we do not

have the budget to hire a degreed

archivist.

Drive Color

Front

Emily has a BA in history from
Wheeling Jesuit University in |
Wheeling, West Virginia and a - e

Master of Science in Library and

Information Sciences with a conce

tration in archives. We are grateft Not fo scale. Please reduce image size fo drive dimensions 10 see aclual representatior

to JorErik Gilot, Archivist of the

Diocese of Wheelingcharleston, where she interned in 2013, for recommending Emily to us. We have
been limping along for years with me, the Chancellor, who has no time to be in the archive, and one
teer who comes in four hours once a week.

L
3 Sacramental Records )
«© 74

Two months after Emily came to us, we sent her off to Raleigh, NC, for the Northeast Document Cof
tion Center (NEDCC) conference on thendamentals of Creating and Managing Digital Collections
workshop. After registering her as a member of both the ACDA and the SAA we sent her off to Clev
for those workshops. It is great to be able to send a representative and to reach out to others.

Earlier this year we hired a pditne person who does nothing but scan the old1pf®) sacramental re-
cords from microfilm onto our archive computer. These records will be sent to the parishes as they :
completed. We ordered various size thumb drives and the records are then copied onto the appropr
drive and starting, very soon, |10l be sendi
to keep the thumb drive in and box is labeled with the contents of the thumb drive.

Although it is a long road ahead, at least now we are moving forward. We would love to have some
mation about digital archiving of current information, i.e., emails and other forms of communigation.
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Diocese of WheelingCharleston Receives Carmelite Archives
By JonkErik Gilot, Diocese of WheelinGharleston

In May 2015 the Diocese of Wheelk@harleston 4.
received the archives of the former Carmel of S

Teresa and St. John of the Cross. The Carmel \"
founded in Wheeling in 1913 at the request of &%
Bishop Patrick J. Donahue, where the sisters w8
cloistered in a beautiful Spanish mlsssnyle :

Two foundationd Morristown, New Jersey and
Erie, Pennsylvanéa were formed from the Whee
ing Carmel. Following decades of decreasing v
cations, the Wheeling sisters were granted ane - ¥
tinctive union with the Elysburg (PA) Carmel in . g #
1977. The Sisters remained in Elysburg until 2C '\
when they moved to Danville, Pennsylvania,
where they now reside.

Wheelmg Carmellte Slsters ca. 1970 Sr Angel
Pikus, last surviving sister of the Wheeling Carmel,
JonErik Gilot, diocesan archivist, was contacteds at bottom left.

by Sr. Angela Pikus, O.C.D., requesting that th
archives of the Wheeling foundation be returned to Wheeling and deeded to the diocesan archives. |As the
last surviving sister of the Wheeling foundation, it was her wish to see the material interpreted, accessible
and preserved in its place of creation. The collection, comprising approximately 15 cubic feet, includes

the records, correspondence and photographs of the Wheeling foundation. Notable items in the collection
include:

1 The travel chalice used on board the ship that brought the first Carmelite sisters to the Uniteg
States in 1790.

17 A nearly complete run of the ACaf I892landtoflay!| | o,
recognized as likely the earliest Carmelite/Contemplative newspaper published in the United
States.

1 A complete prevatican Il Carmelite habit

AThe Dioces-€hafl|l Wheehing thrilled to receive| th
Gilot. AWe thank Sr. Angela for her foresigh [
lection will be a tremendous asset for anyone researching contemplative orders during thenigb2("
century. o

—F

Acquisition of this collection brings to light the issue presently faced by so many academic, diocesan, and
religious archived that is, the disposition of the archives of religious orders. As the average age of reli-
gious in the United States continues to climb and with ever decreasing vocations, it is imperative that the
archival community work diligently to ensure that the archives of religious orders are properly cared for
and preserved.

The Wheeling Carmel collection is presently being processed and should be available to researchers by
the end of the year. Yy
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St. Louis Archives Hosts Open House
By Rena Schergen , Archdiocese of St. Louis

The Archdiocese of St. Louis
Archives and Records hoste
its 2nd Annual Open House
for the Curia on October 7, 55§
2015. The outreach event wayt
scheduled for a few hours ings

the morning and invited par-
ish and Archdiocesawide
employees to visit the Ar-
chives. We counted 116 visi
tors! During the event, we di
played documents and arti-
facts, offered tours of the ar-
chives spaces, and demon-
strated our content manage-
ment software. And in order
to reel in the apathetic types,
we served up doughnuts and
cof fee. (Of course, we didnét allow folks to

The processing room was turned into a fuEpmuseum.

Certainly even in our own institution, many people are unaware of what archives are and what they
fices and agencies donot realize the extent

e a

do. Of-
of

chives. So we used the Open House to give the Curia a glimpse of the great history of the Archdiocese in

order to foster a bit of knowledge and a ton of pride in our past.

For the displays, there were three tables each with a theme: World War 11, Civil Rights, and Sports.

Rather

than tell a narrative as you might do with an exhibit, we just set out items for each theme with accompany-
ing descriptions of the items. Keep it captivating but simple! One of the favorite items this year was the

photograph of Bishop Charles Koester as a young priest with Yogi Berra and Babe Ruth in 1948. In
Reading Room, we set up a niimovie theater to play aminute clip of QuizA-Catholic, the Archdioce-
sanproduced Catholic television game show from the 1960s.

We gave tours of the closed archives spaces,

the

i n

sight to see a single aisle containing 1,500 sacramental registers representing over 110 parishes and instit
tions. Despite the seeming lackluster of boxes on shelves, never underestimate the impression of neatly or

gani zed and | abeled boxes, since no oneb6s of

fic

suddenly remembered those boxes of unknown and unused records in the office closet, and will soon senc

them our way.

Another aim of the Open House eve detthvem know we exg

u t

ist and more importantly, show them we can do for them! A computer station was set up for demonstrating

the content management software, HP Records Manager (HPRM). We wanted offices to know that
only can we take those spaoensuming records off their hands, they will also be able to easily search
through file inventories with HPRM and acces

Continued on page 7

not
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St. Louis Archives Hosts Open House (continued)

TR e
%'"ﬁé Continued from page 6
b,\ I—T!"p

{\

wﬁ,""We()II al so help you mar
Q \r . .
pesky electronic documents on your network drive

With all the rules surrounding Archives for the pro-
| tection of materials, we hope that the Open House|
‘| demonstrated to the Curia that despite the rules ar
| regulations, we are accessible and ready to assist
; We want our colleagues in the Administration to

» |[recognize our staffds 1
| ize that foremost, the Office of Archives and Re-

: : Jcords exists to serve.
Bishop Koester with Babe Ruth and Yogi Berra,

June 1948.
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New Archivist at the Archdiocese of San Francisco
By Chris Doan Archdiocese of San Francisco

Greetings fellow ACDA colleagues,

My name is Chris Doan, and | was appointed Archivist for the Archdiocese of San Francisco in July.
archives is located at Saint Patrick Seminary in Menlo Park which is an approximatelyraifarty drive
south of San Francisco. Researchers are welcome by appointment.

The Archdiocese of San Francisco was founded in 1853, and until 1962, was made up of 13 Bay Ar
counties, composing a large part of northern California. The Archives maintains several collections
nent to the history of California prior to its admission to the United States, making it one of the most

The

ea
perti-
im-

portant repositories in the state of California for Catholic and California history. These collections include

the Alexander Taylor Papers, a collection of 2,400 documents covering the period84%,6helibro
Borrador (184Q 1850), a record of official diocesan business of Alta and Baja California; and the mis
registers for Missions San Jose and San Rafael.

My predecessor, Dr. Jeffrey Burns, Ph.D. created a lasting legacy during his 30 years at the archive
conducting almost 200 oral history interviews and soliciting over a hundred individual special collect
that serve as a historical record of the Bay Area'’s richly diverse Catholic heritage.

Almost immediately, | discovered the Archdiocesan Archives attracts its fair share of genealogists a
family historians. Whereas the majority of San Francisco's vital records were destroyed in the earthg
of 1906, only three parishes lost their records, and thereby making our microfilmed reels (over 900 ¢
them) of sacramental registries a heavily used resource.

Since becoming the Archivist of the Archdiocese of San Francisco, | tell people that the "A" in archiy
also stands for "adventure." This is partly because everything still has an element of discovery for n
it is also a reflection of the enthusiasm | have for these archives. Hopefully | will have the opportunit
share some of these adventures with all of vy
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Diocese of WheelingCharleston Recovers Parish Records Following Fire
By JonErik Gilot, Diocese of WheelinGharleston

On Monday, March 30, 2015 a devastating fire

en

ginia. The parish, founded in 1871, is one of the oldest in our diocese, with the church building itself dating

to 1891. Due to its close proximity to the Ohio River and the constant threat of flooding, the church h
been built with the sanctuary elevated to the second floor, with the ground floor utilized for parish off

ad
ces

and meeting space. The fire on March 30 is believed to have started in the sacristy before traveling up the
wall and into the roof, collapsing the roof structure into the sanctuary. While the ground floor did not purn,

parish offices were flooded with up to five feet of water as fire departments attempted to extinguish the

blaze.

Fire at St. John
Benwood, West
Virginia 7 March
30, 2015

The Office of Archives & Records began working toward recovery of the parish sacramental and hist

orical

records even before the fire had been extinguished. March 31 and April 01 were spent compiling supplies

and consulting disaster recovery specialists while water levels on the ground floor receded and the s

truc-

tural integrity of the building was assessed. A team of local archivists was assembled to assist in the recov

ery, planned for Thursday, April 02.

Thursday proved to be rainy with high winds, exacerbating concerns over the integrity of the building

, the

stability of the remaining roof trusses, and the weight resting on the sanctuary floor overhead the parish of-

fices. Early spring temperatures well into the 70s raised concerns over a significant mold outbreak, r
tating the need to retrieve the wet records from the offices before they had an opportunity to dry, mo

were lost in a collapse. Overhead scaffolding was constructed from the exterior of the building into the

Continued on page 10
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The Catholic Historian’s

New Publication from the New Jersey Catholic Historical Handbook
Commission Sl
By Alan DelozierNew Jersey Catholic Historical Commission

The New Jersey Catholic Historical Commission is pleased to announce the pu_.
tion of its latest booR he Catholic Historian's Handbook: Researching and Writin§
your First Catholic History Projedby Carl Ganz, JiThis book is intended for the 3
amateur historian compiling a history of local Catholic events and institutions. Bg|
cause we want this book to reach as wide an audience as possible, we are offeg
electronic copy free to anyone on our website (please coliatiDelozier@shu.ecl M
for more information) in the near futur&.ou may also purchase a copy of the printed edltlon from Ama-

zon herehttp://tinyurl.com/CatholicHistorian.Those researchers who are studying topics in New Jersgy

Catholic history specificallgre entitled to a copy of the printed edition free of chageGanz
notes:"The Catholic Historian's Handbooktroduces the process known as the historical method. It ex

plains the various venues for locating information about your topic and how to interpret the information

you find. It covers how to use an archive, how to search newspapers, how to conduct interviews, an

even

how to get your work published economically. It was written based on input from the members of both the
New Jersey Catholic Historical Commission and the Diocese of Metuchen Historical Records Commis-
sion. The goal was to gather in one place all the advice, guidance, and collective experience of the two
hundred plus combined years of academic service of the members of these commissions. The booK's unof

ficial subtitle, Everything We Wish We Knew Before Starting Our First Catholic History Prigeztmost

apt one as we tried to embody in one short volume all the information, thoughts, insights, suggestions, and
knowledge that would have helped us our first time performing research in this field. Our goal is to allow
you to benefit from that experience, learning from our mistakes, so that you don't waste time or grow frus-

trated in your efforts in the field of American Catholic histosy."

New Website for the Diocese of Baton Rouge Archives!

The new website for the Diocese of Baton Rouge ArchiveBdbrarchives.org

Catholic Diocese of Baton Rouge Archives

Home / Announcements / AboulUs v / Genealogy and Research v/ Other Record Requests ¥/ Publicalions v/ For Parishes/Schools ¥/  Conlacl Us

ok L

LS 3
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https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aLocB2JgIjBKUgA9SAPcF5Ag5UcxkLkZyQalCGorbb0c=/aHR0cDovL2Rpb2JyYXJjaGl2ZXMub3Jn/td6P_V_Ib_l03CxAD1fb0w==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)%5b%5Cs%5d*%5b'%22%5d(?%3Curl%3E%5b%5E%7B'%22%5d.+?)%5b'%22%5d)
mailto:Alan.Delozier@shu.edu
http://tinyurl.com/CatholicHistorian.
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Diocese of WheelingCharleston Parish Fire (continued)

Continued from page 8

office space to protect against collapse. The team was assembled in a school building opposite the
where a records triage was established.

A diocesan team of Jerik Gilot, Archivist; Chad Carter, Chancellor; and Ken Staley, Buildings &
Properties, worked with only flashlights to quickly remove all sacramental records, marriage investig
files and historical records from the parish offices. Material was placed in crates and shuttled out of
building to the team of archivists who took them to triage in the school. There, records were invento
and dried of all excessive moisture before being packaged in freezer paper and back into crates. Se
the volumes that were stored in cabinets above the water line suffered only from residual moisture g
smoke while others stored closer to ground level and on open shelving were soaked. Loose files we
terleaved with freezer paper and crated.

Sacramental records recovered from parish office (left). Several chalices and ciboria (right)
were likewise recovered.

With the Easter holiday upon us and all offices closed for the long weekend,-mirazer was located
at a nearby Catholic high school where the records were stored until the following Monday when Pa
dle Restoration, our disaster recovery vendor, picked up the records for freeze drying. Panhandle ha
the freezing, sanitization and deodorization of each volume and file, returning the material to the dio
archives in less than six weeks. We are thrilled that we had a 100% recovery rate of all vital records
St. John Parish, as well as the recovery of historical material including photographs and bound volu
parish bulletins. Beyond the archival material, salvage crews were able to recover much of the stain
glass, statuary, and other liturgical material.

The fire at St. Johndés has served as a refer
ish level. A 2013 sacramental records inventory sent out by the Office of Archives & Records went
largely unreturned, as did a call for all closed records greater than 70 years old to be transferred to t
ocesan archives. More than two dozen sacr ame

Continued on pate 11
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