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What Is Canon Law?
The canon law governing church records 

can generally be of two types:

Å Universal law, binding on all 
Catholics; and

Å Particular law, relating to territory, 
such as diocese or the territory of the 
Conference of Bishops.



Diocesan Archives - Canons
Å.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ςCanon 491
Å§1. A diocesan bishop is to take care that the acts and 

documents of the archives of cathedral, collegiate, parochial, and 
other churches in his territory are also diligently preserved and 
that inventories or catalogs are made in duplicate, one of which 
is to be preserved in the archive of the church and the other in 
the diocesan archive. 

Å§2. A diocesan bishop is also to take care that there is an 
historical archive in the diocese and that documents having 
historical value are diligently protected and systematically 
ordered in it.

Å§3. In order to inspect or remove the acts and documents 
mentioned in §§1 and 2, the norms established by the diocesan 
bishop are to be observed.



Chancellors and their Role
ÅRole is to oversee archives under 

canon law ςmay have this 
responsibility along with many 
others under the current US 
method of using Chancellors;

ÅChancellors can be canonists, 
lawyers, religious, lay, ordainedand 
be responsible for the entire 
diocesan curia or simply several 
things specifically assigned by the 
Bishop;



The Chancellor Under Canon Law
ÅCan. 482 §1. In every curia a chancellor is to be 

appointed whose principal function, unless particular 
law establishes otherwise, is to take care that acts of 
the curia are gathered, arranged, and safeguarded in 
the archive of the curia.

Å§2. If it seems necessary, the chancellor can be given 
an assistant whose title is to be vice-chancellor.

Å§3. By reason of being chancellor and vice-chancellor 
they are notaries and secretaries of the curia.


